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in the risk which will hamper the proposer in his work or put
him to unwarranted expense, particularly if the precautions
suggested are not those normally adopted in this particular
trade. In brief, the surveyor must use his discretion, and this,
together with common sense, underlies the whole of successful
third party underwriting.
OccEpatioa of Proposer
The description of the work undertaken, given in the reply
to the proposal question, may be too general. The surveyor is
then expected to describe the occupation in such a manner as
to enable the underwriter to visualise precisely the scope of the
proposer's activities.
Situation of Risk
The situation of the premises calls for more than a mere
address. It must be indicated whether the premises are isolated,
whether they stand well back from any thoroughfare, whether
they are walled or fenced in, and whether the public can pass
freely by the outside of the buildings.
Buildings
Information on lines similar to that given under the heading
of property owners' risks will be required, bearing in mind that
fixtures and fittings belonging to the occupier may cause acci-
dents as may also unprotected floor or wall openings.
Machinery
The machinery used, with particular reference to power-driven
units, needs attention, and the source of power, whether water,
steam, gas or electricity, should be stated.
The use of sharp-edged mechanical tools and unprotected belt-
ing should be mentioned, with particular regard to the extent to
which persons, other than the employees of the proposer, may
come into contact with them. Unfenced machinery, in contra-
vention of the Factories Act, 1937, should be reported, for there
is always the possibility in such circumstances of a common law
claim.
Substances Used
The use of anything inherently dangerous (other than gas and
electricity for power), requires detailed description, with methods
of storage and the possible consequences to third parties of the
escape of such substances. Among others, the use and storage
of acids, gases under pressure, acetylene, in solution or other-

